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N The writer vigited Vitro Manufacturing Company, Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvaenia in company with Mr. Mahnken of the Audit Branch of
i this office on October 5, 1948.
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The morning was spent discussing questions brought up by Mr.
Mahnken as a result of his examination of Vitro's books. Messrs.
Strod, Green, and Suder of Vitro were present. A number of points
wore cleared up for Mr. Mahnken and he then continued with his
examination. Considerable discussion was held about executive
salaries allocated to our work, about depreciation of bulldings
and equipment, obsolescence of equipment, and other miscellaneous

items, all of which resulted in coneiderable clarification for all
concerned.

In the afterncon, Messrs. Strod and Fleck and the writer visited the
Canonsburg Plant and discussed & number of items which are covered
below.

l. The scrap material belng sent to Vitro is, in general, in
terridle condition. Praectically each container of scrap
bas to be hand picked, especially so, the sweepings.
Examime tion showed them to contain wire, pieces of angle
iron and sheet metal, other miscellaneous metal scrap,
asbestos, plpe fittings, paper, parts of lunches, etc.
Various lnstallatlions are being contacted immediately
and asked to do their best to eliminate anything other U cless fied
than recoverable U scrap from these contalners.
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2. The C special is ground at MCW to about Yegg" size (as
) coal is graded). However, this material ip consideréd
] N by Vitro to be too large for burning and they regrind

it to a maximum eize of 1/4%. 8t. Louls has been

contacted to see if MCW can grind to the desired 1/4%
sige, thus eliminating considerable further handling
. by VitFo. The question of E.M. installing grinding
N equipment will be discussed.
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3. Vitro is at present processing their first C-special
from MCW. The material being processed is the ¥gpecial®
C-special which is the 25% portion of a 25-75 separation
instead of their normal 10-90 division. Very meagre
preliminary results indicate about 4% U (80#/ton). The
preliminary results of their plant run showed considerably
higher chemical conesumption than their laboratory results
indicated.

The laboratory resulte indicated a probable consumption

of 1400y of Ho80) and 5§04 of NHz per ton of C-special.
The firet ton plant run required 2000# H SOy and 1228¢ NHs.
For the 80# of conteired U, this 1s $20 for H,50), and $36
for NH;. Adding these costs to further processing materiel
costs,” $.98 per 1b. of U;0, produced is obtained. This is
considerably in excess o %heir original estimate of

$e45 per 1b. However, it is felt that further plant

work should reduce consumption to more nearly the expected
amounts.

b, Purther experience in production has definitely shown that
coertain grinding and flltering equipment will not satisfactorily
perform the necessary work on scrap materials in order to
get them into condition for processing and accountability
sampling. The rotary grinder has been moved to another
btuild.ng and is temporarily being used to grind C-Special.
The roll mill will not properly grind the material and
the vacuum filter (supplied by AEC) was in such poor
condition that it would be necessary to replace 1t almost
100%. Furthermore, a representative of the filter company
felt certain that the glurry to be handled was such that
this filter would not handle it.
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